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the magnitude of the interests involved, and especially that no 
grave injustice would be done in selecting those who should have 
charge of the work. There was room for the employment of all 
who were engaged in the work now going on, and we firmly 
believe that had Prof. Henry, the lamented promoter of Amer- 
ican science in its broadest spirit, presided over the councils of the 
National Academy, the result would have been far different. 

Mr. King has our congratulations and best wishes, and we trust 
he will liberally construe the recent Act of Congress, and con- 
duct the surveys to be under his charge in the liberal spirit already 
shown in the series of elaborate reports of the Fortieth Parallel, 
one of the most expensive of which treats of the botany of the 
Survey. — A. S. Packard, Jr. 

:o: 

PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia, Jan. 22. — President Ruschenberger in the Chair. 
Mr. Meehan called attention to some specimens of Solidago odora, 
which was used in some parts of Pennsylvania as tea. Mr. Ash- 
burner exhibited some charts intended to illustrate the geological 
faults in Jack's mountain, Pa. Mr. Potts exhibited some silk- 
worm cocoons in which the skin cast off from the trachea within 
was shown, and also that two worms spun a single cocoon in 
co-partnership. Mr. John Ford exhibited an oyster, the shell of 
which was almost destroyed by the common boring sponge. 

Jan. 28. — The President in the Chair. A paper entitled. Fur- 
ther Notes on the Mechanical Genesis of Tooth-forms, by John 
A. Ryder. Dr. Leidy exhibited a mass of worms from Cecil 
county, Md., supposed to be Gordius robustus, also the liver of a 
rat much infested with Cysticercus. 

Feb. 4. — The President in the Chair. Dr. Leidy described the 
fossil jaws and teeth of a deer from Muscatine, Iowa, for which 
he proposed the name Cervus nutscatinensis. Dr. H. C. Chap- 
man made a communication on the chimpanzee which recently 
died at the Zoological Garden, arriving at the conclusion, and 
agreeing with Prof. Owen, that the cerebrum did not fully cover 
the cerebellum, as held by Huxley and others. Detailed com- 
parisons were also made in regard to the arrangement of the 
muscles. 

Middlesex Scientific Field Club, Maiden, Mass., organized 
March, 1878. — The Club held its first annual meeting March 5, 
1879, and elected the following officers: President, Henry L. 
Moody ; vice-presidents, Rev. Geo. P. Huntington, Frank S. 
Collins, Mrs. P. D. Richards ; corresponding secretary, Geo. E. 
Davenport ; recording secretary and treasurer, F. W. Morandi ; 
custodian, Miss Hattie Silvester; Exec. Com., L. L. Dame, Geo. 
E. Davenport, Mrs. Annie U. Moody, Miss Martha Silvester, F. 
W. Morandi. 
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The Glub propose to investigate, and, if possible, establish a 
museum illustrating the natural history of Middlesex county. 

For this purpose special departments in the different branches 
of natural science have been organized, under the direction of the 
Executive committee, and the botanical department has been 
divided into sections for the better prosecution of that portion 
of the Club's work. 

Mr. Dame, assisted by Mr. Huntington and Mr. Roscoe Fro- 
hoch, will have charge of the Phaenogamous sections, Mr. Daven- 
port of the vascular Cryptogams, and Mr. Collins of the Algae. 

The entomological department will be in charge of Mr. Moody, 
and the ornithological department conducted by Mr. Wm. B. 
Gibbs. Communication with the Club maybe had by addressing 
the corresponding secretary, at Medfofd, Mass. 

New York Academy of Sciences, March 17. — Mr. A. A. 
Julien gave an account of simple devices in determinative lith- 
ology, and Prof. T. Egleston read a paper on pre-historic mining 
at Lake Superior. 

American Geographical Society, New York, April 8. — Mr. 
William I. Marshall read a paper on the Yellowstone National 
Park, with a description of the wonders of that region. 

Appalachian Mountain Club, Boston, April 9. — The Coun- 
cillors presented their spring reports, and a paper was read by 
Prof. F. W. Clarke, entitled a trip to North Carolina, describing 
the, mountains of that State. 

April 16. — Mr. Justin Winsor delivered an illustrated lecture 
on the earliest maps of the American continent. 

Boston Society of Natural History, April 2.— Rev: G. F. 
Wright made a communication on the medial and terminal 
moraines of New England. Mr. Warren Upham read a paper on 
the glacial drift in Boston and vicinity, and Dr. C. S. Minot 
remarked on histological differentiation. 

:o: 

SELECTED ARTICLES IN SCIENTIFIC SERIALS. 

Siebold and Kollikek's Zeitschrift fur wissenschaftliche 
Zoologie. — March 13. The Anatomy of Amblystoma weis- 
manni, by R. Wiedersheim. On pelagic Annelidans from the 
shores of the Canary islands, by R. Greef. The motions of our 
land snails, by H. Simroth. 

American Journal of Science and Arts. — The Vertebras of 
recent birds, by O. C. Marsh. The lower jaw of Loxolophodon, 
by H. F. Osborn and F. Speir, Jr. Notice of recent additions to 
the marine fauna of the eastern coast of North America, bv A. 
E. Verrill. 

The Canadian Naturalist. — March 22. Remarks on recent 
papers on the geology of Nova Scotia, by J. W. Dawson. Notes 
on the glaciation of British Columbia, by G. M. Dawson. 



